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Indian Agreements 


The State of New York has entered into 30 day Agreements (effective April l, 1997) regarding 
the sale and distribution of cigarettes, motor fuel, and diesel motor fuel with the Cayuga Nation, 
the Oneida Indian Nation, the Onondaga Nation, the Tonawanda Seneca Nation (also known as the 
Tonawanda Band of Senecas), the Shinnecock Nation and the Tuscarora Nation. By entering into 
these Agreements the tax- exempt coupon system imposed in the State's regulations regarding the 
sale and distribution of cigarettes (20 NYCRR subchapter C) and motor fuel and diesel motor fuel 
(20 NYCRR subchapter F) will not apply on the following reservations: the Oneida Indian 
reservation (Oneida Indian Nation), the Onondaga reservation (Onondaga Nation), the Tonawanda 
reservation (Tonawanda Seneca Nation), the Shinnecock reservation (Shinnecock Nation) and the 
Tuscaroraiesaa ation (Tuscar ora Nation). The effect of not being subject to the regulations is that 
the (tax-exempt coupon syster plfor obtaining cigarettes, motor fuel and diesel motor fuel is not 
applicable to busmesse-Tonthese reservations, 

What is the effect of entering into these Agreements with the State? 

No motor fuel or diesel motor fuel will be sold on the Onondaga reservation, the Shinnecock 
reservation, the Tonawanda reservation or the Tuscarora reservation. Any motor fuel or diesel 
motor fuel bound for any of these reservations will be deemed to be contraband under the terms of 
the Agreement entered into with the State. As contraband, the motor fuel or diesel motor fuel 
could be subject to seizure and forfeiture and the seller or transporter could be subject to the civil 
and criminal penalties provided in the New York State Tax Law. Motor fuel and diesel motor fuel 
will continue to be sold on the Oneida Indian Nation's reservation. 

In order to sell or deliver cigarettes (and motor fuel or diesel motor fuel in the case of the Oneida 
Indian Nation) to a business on any of the reservations with which the State has an Agreement, the 
party making the sale or delivery of product must first contact the Nation where the business is 
located to determine if the business is licensed by the Indian Nation governing that reservation. If 
the business is licensed, permission to sell or deliver the quantity of cigarettes (and motor fuel or 
diesel motor fuel in the case of the Oneida Indian Nation reservation) that has been ordered by the 
business must be obtained from the Indian Nation. If the Indian Nation denies permission for the 
sale or delivery of product or if the business is not licensed by the Nation, the product bound for 
any of these reservations will be deemed to be contraband. As contraband, the product could be 
subject to seizure and forfeiture and the seller or transporter could be subject to the civil and 
criminal penalties provided in the New York State Tax Law. Until the Onondaga Natio n, 
t ShinnecockN ation) Tonawanda-Ssncca Nation, Tuscarora Nation and Cayuga Nation obtain 
stamping machines and Nation stamps, all product sold or distributed to any of these Indian 
Nations must bear the New York State tax-exempt stamp. 
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If you are uncertain about any of these requirements or would like more information regarding 
authorized retailers or Nation representatives, please contact the Department 

What about the Indian Nations that have not entered into Agreements with the State? 

The following Indian Nadyas do not have an Agreement with the State and are subject to the tax- 
exempt coupon system imposed by the Department's regulations regarding the sales of cigarettes, 
motor fuel, and diesel motor fuel: 

St. Regis Mohawk Indian Tribe (St. Regis reservation or Akwesasne) 

Poospatuck (or Unkechauge) Nation (Poospatuck reservation) 

Seneca N ation (Allegany, Cattaraugus and Oil Spring reservations) 

The State will continue to keep the lines of communication with these Nations open and hopes to 
Teach Agreements with them. 

What will happen in 30. days when these Agreements expire? 

The State is optimistic that the Indian Nations with whom the State has entered into these Interim 
Agreements will enter into long term Agreements by April 30, 1997. We will keep yotl informed 
of the developments in this area as they occur. 

Need Help? 

For information, forms ur publications, coll the Business Tax Information Center at 1 600 972- 
1233. For information, you can also call toll free 1 800 225-5829. For forms or publications, you 
can also call toll free 1 800 462-8100. 

Telephone assistance is available from 8:30 nm- to 4:25 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

From areas outside the U. S. and Canada, call (518) 485*6800. 

Hotline for the Hearing and Speech Impaired • If you have a hearing or speech impairment and 
have access to a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD), you can get answers to your New 
York State tax questions by calling toll free from the U. S. and Canada 1 800 634-2110. Hours of 
operation are from 8:30 a.m, to 4:15 p.m., Monday through Friday. If you do not own a TDD, 
check with independent living centers or community action programs to find out where machines 
are available for public use. 

Persons with Disabilities - In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, we will 
ensure that our lobbies, offices, meeting rooms and other facilities arc accessible to persons with 
disabilities. If you have questions about special accommodations for parsons with disabilities, 
please call the information number listed above, 

If you need to write, address your letter to: NTS Tax Department, Taxpayer Assistance Bureau, 
W A Hamman Campus, Albany NY 12227. 
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